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finalsite

web software & services for schools

Reach Beyond the Boundaries of Tra
e

ﬂ;{ Design & Creative
Design with a Purpose
Everyone knows how critical first impressions can be. In this age, it is very
likely that your website will be the first impression for the majority of people
researching schools. Our talented design team will work closely with you to
develop an eye-pleasing look and feel that reflects the essence of your school
and communicates your core message.

But aesthetic appeal is just the beginning.

We also focus on a website's personality--the way it communicates, informs,
tantalizes, persuades, and assists the viewer. Asin life, "pretty” only counts
in a short-term relationship. Building long-term relationships with your
viewers requires much more. We want your viewers to be as pleased with
their 10oth visit to the website as they were with their first. With finalsite's
trademark intuitive navigation, thoughtful layout, and user-friendly
functionality, you can be assured they will.

& Marketing & Consulting

Whether your goal is to increase admissions, strengthen your school's
"brand", or accomplish a complete image makeover, our eight years of
experience in website marketing for schools and colleges will be available to
help you meet it.

We will take the time to understand your school's past efforts, current
market status, and its vision for the future. If you are currently working with
a marketing firm, we will work with them to ensure your website efforts are
in step with your overall marketing strategy. If you are in the beginning
stages of marketing planning, we can help bring some clarity to how a
website fits into the broader marketing picture.

We understand marketing and what a website has to be in order to be an
effective forceinit. With finalsite you will have more than just a really neat
website. You will have a powerful ally in the campaign toward your
marketing goals.

Q Database Integration

We understand that your school has invested a lot of money and years worth
of learning into your database management systems. Your website is an
ideal place to collect and distribute much of this same information, soit'sa
given that you would like to have your database systems work in concert
withit. Yet database integration is such a technically challenging area that
many website companies avoid it, choosing instead to solve the problem of
compatibility by offering their own scaled-down versions of these systems.

But you don't need to sacrifice your investment, your knowledge base, or
your data's integrity to less powerful "all-in-one" systems just to get
web-to-database functionality.

We have invested a lot of time and development resources into making our
website tools compatible with a variety of best-of-breed third-party Student
Information Systems and Development packages.

- { Data Center

Finalsite's data center is another example of our commitment to security and
support. Important and confidential information about students, faculty,
and alumni will flow through and reside on your website, and hosting it
ourselves allows us to take personal responsibility for its integrity and safety
in a way that would not be possible if we outsourced hosting to a third-party.

Our state-of-the-art infrastructure gives our websites exceptional stability
and enviable up-time, but if your website should ever “go down" you will
have immediate access to the people responsible for your server. You will
not have to wade through multiple support layers, phone transfers, and
hours waiting on held to find someone who can quickly resolve the problem.

ditional school Websites.

V!Training

"Training" is defined in a variety of ways by website companies. For some, itis
giving you a large manual with a cheerful "good luck!". For others, itisa
consecutive series of lectures bombarding you with information likely to be
forgotten by the time the need to use it arises.

Our approach to training provides personalized, customer-paced training for
each feature set as it becomes needed. This allows you to immediately use
what you learn and formulate experience-based

questions for the next training session, greatly increasing your retention of the
knowledge and putting you in a stronger position to train your own staff in the
future. Our preferred mode is one-to-one online instruction and practice, but
optional on-site training packages for larger groups are also available if
required.

Training can be supplemented with self-study using online resources such as
downloadable manuals, video tutorials, and a searchable knowledge base.

&}Support

Quality

Quality support is a critical factor in ensuring the success of your web project,
and we believe that your school's ability to succeed in its goals is inseparable
from finalsite's ability to succeed as a company. But the level of support we
give is not just a good business practice, it's reflective of the quality of
character we demand of anyone who joins our team of professionals.

Responsiveness

We have a saying at finalsite: "Problems are now, not tomorrow." We
understand the importance of your website and the urgency that exists when
problems arise or answers are needed. We do not outsource any customer
support to third-party companies, so you can be assured you will always be
talking to knowledgeable finalsite professionals who are familiar with your
website and school.

For your convenience, our support team members and help resources are
accessible through a variety of methods and are prepared to assist you quickly,
regardless of your level of technical knowledge.

Phone - 24 hour toll-free access line Video Help - on-line video training
for emergencies_ sessions of essential website
management tasks.

On-line Support - ticketing system
for non- r'rnc-rgr'nf‘,' requests and Printable PDF Training G 1
questions, with tracking and convenient reference, making
archiving. Resolution may involve notations, handouts in staff
assistance via e-mail, virtual meeting,  training, etc.

or telephone.

- for

Tips E -an on-going blog of tips
dnd tricks by members of our
support and development teams.

Know ase - extensive
searchable database of how-to and
help topics for all aspects of the
Content Management System and
Modules.

?-: Content Management System

Synergize your efforts toward communication, marketing, development, and
education with the one tool that can bring them all together.

finalsite CMS is the only educational content management and web authoring
system with the flexibility to allow for award-winning custom design while
giving you 100% control over ALL content and creative aspects of your website.
An unprecedented range and depth of powerful features, a user-friendly
interface, and finalsite’s commitment to training and support combine to grant
you access to the full potential of modern website technology.

www.finalsite.com
education@finalsite.com
Bog Main Street | East Hartford, CT 06108 | Toll Free: 800.592.2469 | Fax: 860.289.3891
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onference
@ a Glance

THURSDAY SCHEDULE

12:00f11:00 PM
Registration | Early Vendor Exhibits Open

1:00/12:00 PM: Featured Session
EdTechTalk, 21st Century Learning | LIVE!

2:00f12:30 PM: Break | Vendor Exhibits Open

0fi5:45 P ands O 0 op Sessio
OUR Sessio 05:30
OUR O

ession A B 4:00

ession B (4:1615:40

5:45i17:30 PM

Traditional North Carolina Pig Pickin
Webtops & the Classroom, Jon Moser, finalsite

SPARKING Innovation Sessions

FRIDAY SCHEDULE

8:00f19:00 AM
Registration | Continental Breakfast |Vendors Ope

9:001110:00 AM: Session 1 Workshops

10:00f110:30 AM: Break | Vendor Exhibits Open

10:30A111:30 AM: Featured Session
NCAIS VIRTUAL

11:30f1:00 PM
UnConference Lunch | Vendor Exhibits Open

Transition Time (15 min)

1:15A 2:15 PM: Session 2 Workshops

Transition Time (15 min)

2:3013:30 PM: Session 3 Workshops

3:30114:00 PM: Closing Session

Fine Arts Building

[ Middie school
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THURSDAY:-Hour Sessions (2:3@5:30)

Thishands-on wor kshop will expand teachersoé technology tool
with a focus on literacy. The leaders are a sixth  -grade language arts teacher and a technology integration

coach. Attendees will get hands -on practice with tools to use with students right away. Specific areas of liter-

acy addressed include: reading comprehension, reading fluency, organization, writing skills, editing, and

word choice. Wedll also review how these tools can assi
proving classroom management. Software tools discussed include: MS Office, Audacity, Jing, WordPress.
Websites include: Wordle, Diigo, Animot o, Et herpad and
Google Docs, a category unto itself.

Using Fathom to integrate middle school mathematics and science. The workshop will include Investigations
in frog jumping, spaghetti bridges, and factors that affect a pendulum swing.

Any content -area teacher can easily transform writing instruction into a powerful tool for science and social
studies learning. Author Carol Baldwin shows you how to create short fiction as a winning strategy for use

beyond the language arts classroom. Her interactive, fun workshop gives you ready -to-use strategies which
students love. Be ready to create outside -of-the-box characters and settings, have fun, and learn strategies
which you can implement immediately in your classroom.

Explore models and examples of using web 2.0 tools like wikis, blogs, glogster, twitter, and more in the class-
room. Discussion will focus on the lesson plans, objectives, and goals of the lessons as well as the outcomes.
Time will also be spent working with the tools and finding resources to expand your lessons. Bring some of
your own lesson plans to tweak and adjust. We will collaborate to build lesson together.

Design Thinking is an approach for innovation. It is a innovative method for use in the K -12 and university
classroom. Design Thinking is a process for creative problem solving that leverages creativity and imagina-

tion to problem -based learning. Attendees will learn the design thinking process: Observe, Understand, Cre-
ate; techniques for implementation; curriculum integration; uses of technology; evaluation and assessment
methods; review successful classroom design thinking programs and projects; and tips and recommenda-

tions for successful experiential learning experience that is hands -on and meets individual student needs.
This workshop will combine lecture, discussion and hands -on activities.

INNOVATE.NCAIS.ORG



THURSDAY: 1.5 Hour Sessions (2i8€.00) BLOCK A

See the new capabilities of Appleds exciting Portable a
a great time to be a student! Technology is making learning more exciting and fun for all learners. Classroom

work is no longer confined to the classroom! Students have 24/7 ubiquitous learning by using their computer,

iPod, or their iPhone to work where they want or when they want. Apple is at the core of this emerging direc-

tion for teaching and learning. The Mac is nhow the number one computer in schools and on college cam-

puses. Join Apple to explore some amazing tools with amazing features.

This session will address figoing global o with your stud
up a Skype account, contacting other teachers and schools world -wide, tips for implementation, and ideas for
enhancing learning and teaching through this video -conferencing medium. Join us!

Forsyth Country Day School és search for a solution to g
scending commonly known technological avenues. During our exploration, we found that independent

schools were similar to us across the country in that they too have been and continue to struggle with provid-

ing an online presence for their students in a manageable, consistent, and reliable way. | propose to demon-

strate a new LMS that was designed from the ground up to increase efficiency for the digital teacher, allow for

simple creation and use of custom and open source content, and to consolidate systems (ie. curriculum map-

ping and grade book programs). With this LMS, teachers will have the ability to intelligently map curriculum

objectives to content, grade work in an exceptionally fast manner, create custom content with minimal clicks,

and find a drag and drop friendly framewaork to outline their entire course. Administrators will have the flexibil-

ity to witness reports that are drawn from the underl yi
reports show student performance and allow observations into how well course objectives are satisfied and

how responsive faculty members are in responding to students. In this workshop, participants will have the

ability to enroll in a fictitious course to witness firsthand how a student and a teacher would use this new al-

ternative in learning management systems.

This interactive workshop wil!/ introduce web tools for
ets i Diigo, RSS feeds, Google Education Edition, Voicethread, and Webspiration. Workshop participants will
coll aborate on how to use these tools in their school s.

of our work will be shared on the virtual component of the NCAIS conference.

Recent developments in brain science have given us the key to better teaching. At this workshop attendees
will be introduced to a teaching method called Modeling Instruction, which has been used successfully in the
sciences for over ten years to promote better retention and the ability to transfer knowledge to new situations.
The visualization of concepts at the center of Modeling Instruction brings about these improvements. Your
presenters have adopted this method into two different Humanities disciplines (History and English) and will
share their experiences in an interactive session that will include reflections on classroom results and sug-
gestions on how to get started in this innovative teaching method.

INNOVATE.NCAIS.ORG



THURSDAY: 1.5 Hour Sessions (4ii5i45) BLOCK B

See the new capabilities of Appleds exciting Portable a
a great time to be a student! Technology is making learning more exciting and fun for all learners. Classroom

work is no longer confined to the classroom! Students have 24/7 ubiquitous learning by using their computer,

iPod, or their iPhone to work where they want or when they want. Apple is at the core of this emerging direc-

tion for teaching and learning. The Mac is now the number one computer in schools and on college cam-

puses. Join Apple to explore some amazing tools with amazing features.

This session is designed to share my journey from tablet novice to in -house OneNote evangelist. When | re-
ceived my tablet, | felt sure that it could help me integrate the personal connections with students that | value

with the infinite capabilities of a laptop. But how? Stylus -based input combined with the organizational and
synching capabilities of OneNote has completely transformed how my classroom functions and how | teach

and interact with my students. OneNote helps unorganized teachers and students alike to keep themselves
organized and buys class time that would ordinarily be spent printing, copying, or emailing for instruction.

Are you tired of PowerPoint? Ready to think outside the slide? With Prezi, a Flash -Based presentation pro-

gram, you get a blank canvas to make that presentation
used it with our Upper School Composition Classes, i ncl
of the time working on your own Prezi on the topic of vy

account and get to work!

Collaborate, Share, Infuse: TECHNOLOGY

Looking for more ways to integrate technology into your K -5 classroom?
Looking for new ways to share and collaborate?
WELLéwebOve got an AAPPO for all that!

Join us for a dazzling, fun -filled, creative session for using web tools, digital resources, and more to inte-
grate technology into your classroom.

INNOVATE.NCAIS.ORG



FRIDAY: 1 Hour Sessions (9:8Q0:00) Block 1

Have you used Google Maps for personal purposes? Are now ready to take it to the next level with your stu-
dents? In this workshop, participants will learn how to leverage Google Maps and Earth to develop interesting
and exciting project based learning in the discipline of their choice. Though many may initially recognize the
possibilities of Google Maps/Earth in Science and Math, actually it lends itself quite well to English/Language
Arts. This will be a hands -on, working session with collaboration and innovation at its core. At the end of the
workshop, participants will walk away with a product that can be used in their classrooms. Laptops are re-
quired for this workshop. The workshop will have the greatest benefit to teachers with access to a computer
cart, or alab, orthose ina 1:1 T ubiquitous computing environment.

This workshop will highlight three innovative ways to make use of the Internet in a way that is meaningful and
personal for students 1 the use of Class Press, Twitter, and Wetpaint in the classroom setting. The first portion
of the presentation will focus on using the Class Press website for blogging. This is a wonderful website de-
signed especially for classroom use. Students are constantly expressing themselves online through Twitter
and Facebook, so why not give them a forum that combines something they enjoy with something that they

are learning? A small focus will be on how to use Twitter to communicate with students and parents. Teachers
can now fitweeto about upcoming due dates or special eve
keep parents informed and to keep students on top of their assignments. Finally, | will focus on creating stu-
dent Wiki pages using the Wetpaint site. Wiki pages are not only a great way for students to display their work
electronically, but they also can serve as electronic portfolios, which can be used on college applications.
While the examples given will be from Spanish courses, these sites have many curricular uses.

This interactive workshop will help teachers rethink their use of technology by demonstrating a different way

of wutilizing power point. Participants will experience
ful consideration of other common technologies. The workshop will not only provide a new power point tech-

nique, but also a new way of thinking about all of the technology we use as educators. Anyone interested in

being more intentional and creative about their tech should attend.

Come discuss how use of social media tools like wikis, blogs, and Skype can extend the impact of what goes
inside and outside of a science classroom. The presenter will provide examples of each type of project, and
lead a discussion of pros and cons of each.

INNOVATE.NCAIS.ORG



FRIDAY: 1 Hour Sessions (9:000:00) Block 1

Classroom technologies have been transforming education throughout the past decade. Almost none have
been more paramount to increasing student achievement and teacher satisfaction simultaneously than the
Smart Board Interactive Whiteboard. Come learn how teachers are utilizing Smart Notebook Software to do
more with less, including:

-educational research supporting the impact of Smartboards in classrooms
-how students today are different from previous generations
-how we can meet the needs of these diverse, changing learners

-numerous examples demonstrating how Notebook software allows teachers to do more with less, including
differentiation, visual/auditory representation, interactivity, classroom assessment, and more!

Studies from the Max Planck Institute and Dani el Pinkos
motivates us. | believe if we combine these new ideas about motivation with innovative instructional practice,

we can create new learning environments that inspire 21st century critical thinkers. This session will share

these ideas and call on attendees to collaborate to generate new ideas to use in the classroom.

Students can use blogs to post and share ideas about any sort of work T text, images, audio, video, im-
ages, etc. Band Director Eric Grush will demonstrate how his students have used their blogs to post re-
cordings of themselves (creating an audio portfolio) and have collaborated to share feedback on how indi-
viduals, sections, the entire class, and even the teacher can improve and grow.

VERACROSS

SCHOOL INFORMATION MANAGEMENT
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FRIDAY: 1 Hour Sessions (1:i2:15) Block 2

All it took was one student. The Eco -Chicos, a middle school environmental group at Carolina Friends School,
started three years ago with one student reading one book about the environment. Since then, over thirty -five
students have joined the Eco -Chicos; they are involved in a highly  -successful campaign to reduce, reuse and
recycle across campus. Using electronic newsletters, short videos and Keynote presentations, they have

shared their story and have inspired others to get involved in on -going eco -projects, such as an annual recy-
cling faiFr,eefl Tuesldayso i n the Mwideddclingpogranowith Temacycla ang u s
a designer -recycled -bag sale. Come meet the Eco -Chicos and see how they effectively use technology to in-

spire others and to get everyone in the school community involved in exciting environmental projects.

This session will examine Adigital poetryo as a means t
Projects created by third and fourth grade students from original poetry will be shared and participants will
brainstorm ideas for their own students.

If you are planning to do interdisciplinary or cross grade level tech projects with your students, this is the ses-

sion for you! Learn how webve implemented a GIlobal | ss
a French Fair with Middle School Faculty and Students. The key to a successful extravaganza is planning.

Faculty, Instructional Techs and the Network Services and Support Manager work together to plan, organize

and configure all that is needed to help students produce meaningful projects that will dazzle administrators

and parents alike! These are primarily Middle School projects, but the process can be applied to projects for

any grade level.

Interactive Discussion. How | use my smartboard and a wiki to provide students, parents, and even tutors ac-
cess to classroom notes and information 24/7. Participants will be invited to share their own communication
strategies.

INNOVATE.NCAIS.ORG



FRIDAY: 1 Hour Sessions (1:i2:15) Block 2

I f you too know that the old model i snébt working any | o
ment experience that blends the best of Web 2.0 tools with a commitment to long -term, job -embedded learn-

ing, we invite you to consider joining a Powerful Learning Practice Carolina Cohort now being formed for the

2010-11 school year.

Led by co -founders Sheryl Nussbaum -Beach and Will Richardson, over 3,000 teachers in PLP cohorts from

across the US, Canada, New Zealand, and Australia have already learned how to move both their personal and
professional learning practice forward to embrace the great opportunities that social online learning tools

have created. This year, weob6re |l ooking for 1,500 more t

Powerful Learning Practice offers what no other PD experience out there does: a blend of face to face and

online interaction over a 7 -8 month period led by a collection of the most experienced, passionate educators

in the field. And we do it not by delivering a course but by creating a community 0 acommunity of educator

|l earners who support each othersé efforts to Iimprove th

How do we get students to think and care about other people, animals, and the environment when they spend

so much time interacting with a screen? How do we teach them to present themselves professionally when

they so frequently communicate in ATexteseo? Recently,
riculum hoping to achieve both of these objectives. In this new curriculum, students spend the entire semes-

ter creating mock nonprofit organizations. They first study local and national nonprofits and make microloans

through Kiva.org. Then they choose a cause, develop a mission statement, organizational name, slogan, and

logo. They go on to create detailed budgets and graphs, marketing materials, and fundraising presentations.

The course culminates in a Final Exhibition where each nonprofit founder presents their organization in an

attempt to convince visitors to fAidonated to their cause

In this session, | will discuss what the students gained from the experience as well as what | learned (some of
it very unexpected!) and there will be plenty of time for questions

This session is not going to spend an hour trying to convince you social media is important. The case for so-
cial media has been made many times before. The goal of this session is to explore the process of building
your own social media practice.

Weodl |l focus-on 3 things
Understanding Social Media Etiquette

Building Online Conversations

Finding the Right Medium for You

I f you havendt already itds our hope that this discussi
ters.

INNOVATE.NCAIS.ORG



FRIDAY: 1 Hour Sessions (2:83:30) Block 3

This session will explore how technology can enhance and facilitate foreign language teaching and learning.
Participants will be introduced to a select technology tools for both teachers and students of foreign lan-
guages. We will explore the use of OneNote, Audacity, Adobe Premier Elements, and Web 2.0 applications.

This presentation will provide an introduction to MS OneNote and explain practical applications for educators
and their students. We will focus on organization for both the student and teacher, streamlining assessment
collection, evaluation, and return, and collaboration among students and faculty. Examples of specific ways
in which OneNote has been used will be provided by the presenters.

What learning experiences & conditions do students need to be prepared for the rapidly changing information
ecology of today? What role do teachers have in creating new learning environments? We will explore these
questions and many others as we peer into the learning commons T a physical and digital space for innova-
tive teaching and learning. Be prepared to tear down walls, rethink roles and responsibilities, rearrange furni-
ture and labs, and open up digital access.

This presentation will explore how changes in the workplace, society and media have shifted the importance
of mathematics education from Calculus to Statistics. Through applications JMP statistical software, partici-
pants will see how technology enables this transformation by bringing real data analysis to classrooms, previ-
ously constrained by the limitations of graphing calculators.

This will be an exploration in the use of music and sound effects in staged performances. As part of this en-
deavor we will present work from two previous shows and our class production scheduled later this semester.
We will deal primarily with finding and editing appropriate materials in order to enhance dramatic effect. This
workshop will not deal with acoustics of theatrical spaces or microphone issues.

Nash Haywood of Silverpoint discusses tools and tips for making the most of Twitter. Discussion will include
background on the how and why of the social network, best practices, demos of tools such as desktop and
mobile clients, plug -ins, and widgets, and Twitter communities such as user directories and Twitter -based
sites.

INNOVATE.NCAIS.ORG
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